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La Iglesia Episcopal de la Resurrección, Mount Vernon
Phase 2 and 3 COVID-19 In-Person Worship Disease Prevention Plan

This plan is intended to minimize the risk of disease transmission at Resurrección as the congregation resumes in-person worship and other on-site activities during the COVID-19 emergency declaration in Washington State. The congregation will prepare to resume on-site activities pursuant to guidance from the Diocese of Olympia and the Governor’s phased reopening plan.

Since Resurrección rents space at St. Paul’s Church, this plan is adapted from their plan to meet our needs.

As with St. Paul’s, the following appendices offer additional guidance: 

Appendix A – Religious and Faith-based Organization COVID-19 Requirements, Governor’s Office 

Appendix B – A Guide to Gathering in Person, Diocese of Olympia

Appendix C – Protocols and Guidelines for Distribution of the Eucharist through Phase III, Diocese of Olympia. 

Appendix D – Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Facility, CDC

Appendix E – Attendee Log and Attestation (Spanish)

Appendix F – Exposure Plan


St. Paul’s Building Occupancy Limits

Total building occupancy limit: 250

Phase 2 reopening occupancy limit: 62

Phase 3 reopening occupancy limit: 125


Preparing to Reopen 
· St. Paul’s plan calls for a deep cleaning has taken place before Sunday services.  High-Touch surfaces will be wiped down after St. Paul’s services in preparation for our own.
· As per St. Paul’s plan, all “touch” objects will be removed from the sanctuary. This includes bibles, hymnals, prayer books, and other items typically stored in the pews. Toys and books for children’s activities will be removed during Phase 3 services as well. 
· As per our rental agreement, St. Paul’s will provide a supply of masks, gloves, and cleaning supplies.
· St. Paul’s plan provides for signage that will be posted inside and outside the church to guide parishioners and guests on these prevention measures. All signage will be posted in both English and Spanish. 
· Training will be provided on this disease prevention plan to the congregation and its leaders. The Parish Health Minister will be recruited as the COVID supervisor to oversee training and ensure that everyone is following the protocols.
· Regarding worship support ministries, consideration will be given to limit the activity and exposure of members with COVID-19 risk factors. 
· Cleaning teams will be assembled to manage cleaning protocols surrounding in-person services in cooperation with St. Paul’s cleaning teams.

Ensuring Access to Worship
· All who wish to worship at Resurrección will have access to do so. Services will continue to be available online for those who cannot safely attend in person. 
· Resurrección clergy and leaders will ensure there is always room in the sanctuary for guests who wish to worship in person except as provided below.

In-Person Worship 
· No more than the maximum allowable number of attendees will be allowed in the Sanctuary at a time, including clergy and worship leaders.
· Parishioners who should not attend in-person services include those who have in the last 14 days: 
· Exhibited signs of COVID symptoms. 
· Been exposed to a sick person exhibiting COVID symptoms. 
· Attended a large gathering such as a protest or other large event or attended any gathering in which COVID safety precautions were not followed. 
· No one who is sick or appears to be sick will be allowed to enter the church. According to the CDC, COVID-19 symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus.  People with these symptoms may have COVID-19:
· Cough
· Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
· Fever
· Chills
· Muscle pain
· Sore throat
· New loss of taste or smell
· Should a visitor develop COVID symptoms during a service, efforts will be made to isolate and provide supportive care to the individual.  See Appendix F Exposure Plan. 
· Members and guests with high risk factors are encouraged to attend via online services to protect themselves from exposure. 
· Members and guests will be asked to sign a form attesting to their fitness to attend services and willingness to assume responsibility for the decision to attend in-person services.  The congregational health minister or her designee will take each visitor’s temperature using no-touch thermometers upon entry and will not allow anyone to enter who has a temperature greater than 100.4. Everyone will be asked to use hand sanitizer upon entry and will verify that each person is wearing a properly fitted mask over their nose and mouth.  Extra masks will be available to those who need one. The health minister will explain the procedure. Markings on the floor and outside pavement will demonstrate required social distancing protocol of 6 feet. Attendees will be asked to wait outside until space allows inside. 
· A log of all attendees with contact information will be maintained for every service to facilitate contact tracing if needed. Logs will be maintained for at least 6 weeks.
· A new bulletin will be provided to each parishioner for use during the service. Recycling bins will be available after the service to deposit bulletins in. Shared handling of bulletins will be minimized through use of gloves in preparation and distribution. 
· All who attend will wear a mask during services except as provided by diocesan guidelines (only one person, the one who is actively speaking.)  Visitors will be asked to leave services if they refuse to wear a mask. The Priest in Charge will stop services and deliver the message if the health minister’s requests aren’t heeded. If the visitor still refuses and will not leave the premises, the services will be cancelled.
· Social distancing will be observed at all services. Every other pew will be marked as available for use and signs will be posted asking attendees to observe at least 6 feet of space in all directions between people who do not share a household. 
· The Eucharist will be shared without use of the common cup following guidance from the Diocese as described in Appendix C.
· Stations with hand sanitizer, tissue, and waste receptables will be placed around the worship space. 
· Singing will be restricted to those with the appropriate masking as required by the governor’s guidance.  Physical distancing between family groups will be maintained through seating in rows separated by an empty pew in all directions.
· Efforts will be made to provide as much airflow through the church as possible. This may mean opening windows during services and turning the HVAC system fan on. 
· When services are dismissed, dismissal will be accomplished by pew and parishioners will leave the building promptly to allow cleaning teams to complete their work.  

Cleaning and Facility Use Protocols 
· Sanctuary and Narthex will be cleaned and sanitized before and after every service. Where multiple services occur on a given day, touch surfaces will be sanitized between services. 
· Socially distancing protocols of at least 6 feet will be observed in all areas of the church including the Narthex at any given time. 
· Hand sanitizer and cleaning products will always be made available for use. 
· Restrooms will be available for single occupant use and signage will be posted as such. Restrooms will be cleaned at least once a day when the facility is in use.  Protocols for use of the restrooms will be posted inside the restroom. Disinfectant spray and paper towels will be made available in each stall, sinks, and other contact surfaces with instructions for users to clean before leaving the space. Markings will be placed outside the restroom to ensure social distancing. All signage will be posted in both Spanish and English.
· A cleaning log will be kept on site with record of who and when cleanings have occurred and will be posted in a visible location. 

Childcare and Coffee Hour
· There will be no childcare or on-site coffee hour offered until the county enters Phase 4.
Offerings
· Members will continue to be encouraged to stay current on pledges by mailing in a check or using the online donation option from the Diocese. 
· A plate will be available at the entrance to the Sanctuary for those who wish to give in person. Cash handling protocols will apply including use of gloves and minimizing counting activity to bi-monthly.  







