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Let All Creation Preach
Crafting Sermons that Give Voice to Creation

Welcome
Consider the ground: We acknowledge that we are on the traditional 
homelands of the Puyallup Tribe. The Puyallup people have lived on 
and stewarded these lands since the beginning of time, and continue 
to do so today. We recognize that this land acknowledgement is one 
small step toward true allyship and we commit to uplifting the voices, 
experiences, and histories of the Indigenous people of this land and 
beyond.

Some underlying assumptions
Creation is not "voiceless" 

Psalm 89; 148; 
The more-than-human world is very good at communicating

Numbers 22 and the story of Balaam's donkey

Humanity is deeply embedded within the fabric of the greater 
community of creation

Mark 1:9-15 - Lent 1, Year B
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was 
in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with 
the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 

Working with lectionary passages
1.What and who from the community of creation are present? 
2.How are they present (or absent)? 
3.What do commentaries and resources (not) say, about the 

passage itself and about the presence or absence of the rest of 
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3.What do commentaries and resources (not) say, about the 
passage itself and about the presence or absence of the rest of 
creation?

4.What connections with our current context emerge? 
5.Synthesis: What is the one thing you want your sermon to 

communicate?

Luke 21:25-36 - Advent 1, Year C
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, 
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.”
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 
as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know 
that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 
catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live 
on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, 
and to stand before the Son of Man.”
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What’s one area you wish we had discussed? 

Resources
You're invited to view and contribute to a community padlet (online 
bulletin board) with bibliography and liturgical sources: 
https://tinyurl.com/5ta7kfys .
Locate your watershed: ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-
supply/water-availability/watershed-look-up. 
Find recovery and reclamation projects near you organized locally 
by state, county, municipal, community advocacy, and tribal groups. 
Learn to identify more-than-human neighbors with bird, plant, tree ID 
apps.
And more . . . . 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

88


