St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods Episcopal Church, Freeland WA


Closing our Building: Service & Meeting Cancellation Policy
In the event of bad weather or other events that threaten dangerous conditions on Church property or on the roads of South Whidbey the rector and wardens will consult to determine whether church facilities should be closed.  
Such closure relates to:

· The parish office

· Any meeting facilities

·  The church itself, resulting in the cancellation of services.
For conditions that have occurred prior to Saturdays (snow, ice, downed trees/tree limbs etc.), the decision to cancel services will be taken by noon Saturday, 

For conditions that emerge after noon, Saturday the decision to cancel will be taken as soon as possible. 

When the closure of church facilities is required, those most immediately affected by the closure will be contacted first, beginning with staff, meeting attendees, service participants, parishioners.

Communication method in following order:

· By ConstantContact Email  
· By messages on the church office phone, web site, Facebook page, and (if safe to do so) at the top of the driveway.
· If the cancellation occurs after noon Saturday, by direct calls to those most likely to be leaving earliest to drive to church. 

The following parameters will be used when determining cancellations: 
· Treacherous road surfaces through-out south Whidbey and especially near Honeymoon Bay road
·  Significant snow and/or ice on the church driveway or in the parking lot, or the forecast potential for such snow/ice

· Predicted or actual very high winds causing or threatening downed branches, trees, etc on roads, in the church driveway, parking lot or on church buildings.
·  Loss of power    
· If a weekday, the decision of the school district will be used for guidance.

· If on a weekend the decision of other churches will be taken into consideration.
 . 

It is possible that a decision to cancel services or close our facilities as a precautionary measure will turn out not to have been necessary. Parishioners are invited to remember that the wardens and rector have a legal responsibility to protect the congregation from legal action that might result from non-cancellation.
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