ZIMZUM DISCIPLESHIP VIDEO LESSON #6:
RECONCILIATION
SMALL GROUP SESSION 1

GATHERING

Opening Prayer:

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the
fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Begin with brief check-ins and the opening questions below:

Opening Questions:

How has it been practicing zimzum discipleship these past weeks? Have
you found time for the Daily Examen?

Content

+ Watch Zimzum Discipleship #6: Reconciliation. Online at:
ecww.org/zimzum-discipleship.

Reading: Luke 15:11-24

“Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the wealth that will
belong to me.” So he divided his assets between them. A few days later the
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant region, and there
he squandered his wealth in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that region, and he began to be in need.
So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that region, who
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled his stom-
ach[b] with the pods that the pigs were eating, and no one gave him anything.
But when he came to his senses he said, ‘'How many of my father’s hired
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! | will
get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against
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heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me
like one of your hired hands.” So he set off and went to his father. But while
he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he

ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him,
‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy
to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a
robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals
on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate, for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found! And
they began to celebrate.”

Use lectio divina (“divine reading”) for this passage.

* Read the text slowly aloud. Sit for a time and notice where
your heart takes you

« Meditate on a word or phrase that has caught your attention.
Or imagine taking on a role in this narrative and playing it over
again in your mind

* Pray the passage aloud slowly again, or simply pray the word
or phrase that has taken your attention

* Quietly consider how this passage might lead you to live more
faithfully as a disciple of Jesus, and let the Spirit guide you as to
next steps for contemplative living

Reflection Questions

*  What did you make of today’s lesson on reconciliation?

+ Chief Inspector Armand Gamache from Louise Penny’s Three Pines
mystery series teaches his recruits four statements that can lead to
wisdom if they say them and mean them: | don't know. | need help.
I'm sorry. | was wrong. What do you make of these four statements?
What has been your experience with them? Do you think Chief In-
spector Gamache is right?

+ Frederick Buechner defines sin in this way: “The power of sin is cen-
trifugal. When at work in a human life, it tends to push everything
out toward the periphery. Bits and pieces go flying off until only the
core is left. Eventually bits and pieces of the core itself go flying off
until in the end nothing at all is left. The wages of sin is death’is
Saint Paul's way of saying the same thing. Other people and (if you
happen to believe in him) God or (if you happen not to) the World,
Society, Nature—whatever you call the greater whole of which you're
part—sin is whatever you do, or fail to do, that pushes them away,
that widens the gap between you and them and also the gaps within
your self.” What do you make of this definition? Does it ring true for
you life? Why or why not?
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+  We didn't read the end of the Prodigal Son parable today. How
did that change the story for you? What does this part we read
show the expansive love and mercy of God? Which statements of
Gamache can you imagine characters in the parable saying?

* Close by considering how you might need to seek out reconcili-
ation either with God or someone in your life. What would be a
good next step for you to undertake in that journey toward recon-
ciliation?

Final Reflections

*  What has captured your heart or your imagination
in today's discussion?

*  Where have you seen God—or Love—recently?

«  How might you intentionally make space in your life
over the next 2-4 weeks to bring you closer to God?

Closing Prayer

Almighty and Eternal God, you sacrificially withdrew from a place
within yourself in order to create the entirety of the cosmos so that
you might be in relationship with us and all of creation. Help us to em-
brace zimzum discipleship and make space in our own lives, that we
might more faithfully follow in the way of Jesus who gave of himself
for the salvation and healing of the whole world. All this we ask in the
name of the Risen Christ, who dwells endlessly with you and the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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